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IEANWBILE, STATE POLICE said ( 
en Snyder, Hauer’s missing girl friend, 

; been located in Pittsburgh, Pa , and 
s returning to the Hillsboro area late 
[day night. Police say she is not under 

;picion. 

Winter said Smith’s body when discov- 

>d was nude with the exception of some 
istic that had been wrapped around it. 
piece of blanket was wrapped around 
? top of the head. 

spots of blood were found about the cave 
t it has not been determined where j 

lith was killed. , 

State Police Cpi. W. H. Dyer, who is i» ti¬ 
led to downgrade any connection ofe, 
tchcraft with the murder, said he is in¬ 
stigating a possibility that Smith had 
lien in with some cult in the surrounding 


mith was acquainted with a woma 
m New Jersey who claimed to be 
’h state police said. The woman a 1 
husband and three children were 
telia on Monday and left early Fn 

inter, said a search of Smith’s belong- 
F c uncovered correspondence between 
iith and the New. Jersey woman. The 
>man reportedly came to West Virginia 
try to buy some property, but leit when 
e deal didn’t go' through. * 

feiif * M. m. 


* # * * 


JAt'ER REPORTKDLV was terrified 
several groups living. in hippie-type 

mmunes round die area 

fl appar ntly bee ,n eai rymg. a pistol 

me time < go after hi horse was beaten 

death arid four oft s goats weredisem- 

■ » *, ■ * 

wled.-^_ ■; —- 


Polic- quoted a no ^hbon o! Hauer s that 
the^e was some kind ritual nearby at 
12:45 a m. Monday a* the rising of a new 

moon. 

Neighbors last saw Hauer shortly before 
noon the same day as he quietly worked 

’ ^Thosewho knew Hauer best continue to 
insist he would be incapable of such viol¬ 
ence as indicated by Smith s death. 

Set. Painter quoted neighbors that 
Hauer was sameek he would seek thehe p 
of others to dispose ofwoundedammai 
CdI. Dyer said about 30 National 
Cuardsmen 10 conservation officers and 
a group of speakers f rom Uwisbmg are 

boro fin search of some clue to Hauer s 

W Thfareals dotted with worked out salt¬ 
peter caves that Hauer spent much of his 
time mapping and studying. 

ir ' v ■— —-—-— — " 

By James A. HU! 

Staff Writer 

The note left behind by suspected mur¬ 
derer Peter M. Hauer is causing wide 
speculation about a motive for the slaying 
of 18-year-old Walter Smith of Follansbee. 

Besides disclosing where the body ot the 
West Virginia University student could be 
found, the note said in part: 

“He just came to the wrong place at the 
wrong time. . It was my mental condi- 

' tion,*' , .. . 

His reference to his mental condition is 
what is intriguing investigators the most. 

According to at least one acquaintance 
of Hauer's, the native of Lebanon, -’a., is 
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Outdoor and Environmental Educatig^a^ 

at Harrisburg. Pa. Picture was UikenmUU 


known to hade been a sometim 
dering * H ?“t\hTee limes in the head and 

Smith was shot three unit- 

neck on or about J “" e 4 orker a t Watoga 
Smith, a sum . . n u . park on 

State Park, was seen -eav £ ^ nearby 

hi? b : cvde J hp ' he tailed to return the fdl- 

HiUsboro, . sear( h was initiated 

l0 The 8 search intensified as days continued 

to pass without any tjaceo^g 

but Hauer denied any knowledge 
1 Smith's whereabouts. ( bv 

On June 11. the searches m «• r 

scores of National spe- 

ice reiniorcements and a ni ( u 

1 lunkers. They were ordwedtops ' , , 

ular attention to the ■wjggfc* 
nut aaltbeter caves that piueu u 
Qinf’p it was widely know a u 

When the knock went unanswered j mtni 

,. , u „ „rt P tw pntered toe < iu uuiw 
house He^mmediatelv spotted thenoteOn 

' ^u-be- 

..v -. ptiiild be tound m a tave 
Smith s body >>uiu m m . 

u «a umipr's house. It also suia nui 
tended to kill himself, ft did not say 

or when. , callerl in and or- 

Reinforcements weu (a " tu 1 

dered to sea ^ Juh scuba diving 

Proven descended into deep pools ot 
that -vered some of the cave hot- 



tHa, had srown used to 
Neighbotwi garden daily 

seeing Hauer work hu» small g ^ ^ 

; beside his wwt em^ ^ ^ morning of 

ilauer wa.- - - , ( u e discovery df 

afler s,n "” <iis3 ’’ 



The murder warrant issued for Hauer s 

F I, "s efses him of killing Smith by gun- 
fire ottor about June 4. the day ol the vic- 

„m s disappearance 

t ln ? SU H H mer aid ki Smith on June 4. 
Iwhv did he wait until June 9 li » 

note before disappearing himsri. • » J 
been under the influence of a dtug dunng 
the period, suddenly regained h. - • 

f nU ’o «7 a s bis suicide threat merely a 

• ruse to throw investigators oft ht. ■ 

SUte Police Cpl. Bill Dyer is reluctant 
to discuss intimate detads ot the ease to 

fear of prompting erroneous and prejudi¬ 
cial conclusions by the public. 

"THIS IS ONE OF THE most mystify- 
me eases 1 have ever had. Dyer says . 

ust wish I knew more about 
looking for At this point 1 don » eve 
know whether he's dead or altstv 
; Over savs samples ol Hauei s w"'mg 
! leads him to believe he is a better than av¬ 
erage student of the C tvil VVar . ... . , 

"Some of this stuff seems brilliant 

me." he says. 

i His girl friend. Kathryn a 

22-vear-old student nurse at Ba iimor 

11 >• . ’ 1 -i tin,.nr attended bettys- 


ritv Hospital 
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By Andrew Gallagher 

Staff Writer 


IORO — A Department of Natu- 
irces officer disclosed evidence 
day that indicates 18-year-old 
nith of Follansbee was killed dur- 

rd ritual. 

inneth Painter said Smith had 
three times — once above each 
and once in the back of the head 

id been hanged. 

r said a piece ot rough hemp rope 
tied around Smith’s neck when 
was found Wednesday night in a l 
ind the mountain home of 30-year- 

■ M Hauer of nearby Lobelia, Po 
County. 

* * * 

R, WHO MOVED into the area 
ir years ago after leaving a school 
job in York, Pa., is still being 

ewritten document found in 
rustic house Wednesday led 
■s to Smith’s body Police called it 
vill and testament.’’ The will un- 
d in which the writer admits kill* 
named several people who were 
re his possessions, 
believe the note was written by 

nd it stated that he was going to 
-suicide and his body could be 

a nearby cave. , .. . u 

/er some doubt now exists that it 

ttten by Hauer Another conserva- 
icer said Hauer was meticulous in 
r written matter found in his home 
will was disjointed “with a lot of 
lings and contrasts to his normal 


* i * 

MEANWHILE* STATE POLICE said ( 
Ellen Snyder, Hauer’s missing girl mend, 
has been located in Pittsburgh, Pa., and 
was returning to the Hillsboro area late 
Friday night. Police say she is not under 
suspicion. 

Painter said Smith’s body when discov¬ 
ered was nude with the exception of some 
plastic that had been wrapped around it. 

A piece of blanket was wrapped around 
the top of the head. 

Spots of blood were found about the cave 
but it has not been determined where 

Smith was killed. , . 

State Police Cpl. W. R. Dyer, who is u c- 
lined to downgrade any connection of 
witchcraft with the murder, said he is 
vestigatiqg a possibility that Smith had 
fallen in with some cult in the surrounding 

area. 

Smith was acquainted with a woma 
from New Jersey who claimed to be 
witch state police said. The woman a 
her husband and three children were 
Lobelia on Monday and left early Fr 

Painter said a search of Smith’s belong¬ 
ings uncovered correspondence between 
Smith and the New. Jersey woman. The 
woman reportedly came to West Virginia 
to try to buy some property, but left when 
the deal didn’t go through. 
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HAUER REPORTKDLY 
by several groups living. m hippie-type 

communes round i-ie area ■/ 

H appar fitly cat rymg. a .pistol 

some time i go after hii. horse was beaten 

to death and four of.tea goats were disem- 

‘I S' “• 

bowled 


Police quoted a ne d abor of Hauer s that 
there was some kind of ritual nearby at 
12:45 a.m. Monday a* the rising ot a new 

moon. : 

Neighbors last saw Hauer shortly before 
noon the same dayas he quietly worked 

hi ThoIewho knew Hauer best continue to 
in™ he would be incapable of such viol¬ 
ence as indicated by Smith s death_ 
ft«t; PainteT quoted neighbors that 
Hauer was sdf meek he would scekthe ep 

boro ^ search of some due to Hauer s 

W TCie areals dotted with worked out salt¬ 
peter caves that Hauer spent much of his 
time mapping and studying. 
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By James A. Hill 

Staff Writer 

The note left behind by suspected mur¬ 
derer Peter M. Hauer is causing wide 
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West Virginia University student could be 

found, the note said in part; 

"He just came to the wrong place at the 

wrong time. . . It was my mental condi- 
tion“ , .... 

His reference to his mental condition is 
what is intriguing investigators the mosi 
According to at least one acquaintance 
of Hhuer s the native ot Lebanon. Pa., is 
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Staff Writer 


Polio : quoted a nc ^udopui ^ 

t.he r e was some kind >f ritual nearby at 
12:45 a.m. Monday a' the rising of a flew 

moon. 

Neighbors last saw Hauer shortly bef ore 
noon the same dayas he quietly worked in 

' hl Those .who knew Hauer best conUnuetj 

agattW Rg Z 

iStfttSP 


MEANWHILE, STATE FULU* saia 
Ellen Snyder, Hauer's missmg girl friend 
has been located in Pittsburgh, Pa,, and 
was returning to the Hillsboro area late 
Friday night. Police say she is not under 
suspicion. 

Painter said Smith’s body when discov¬ 
ered was nude with the exception of some 


HILLSBORO - A Department oi ixaiu- 
ral Resources officer disclosed evidence 
here Friday that indicates 18-year-old 
Walter Smith of Follansbee was killed dur¬ 
ing a weird ritual. 

Set Kenneth Painter said Smith had 
been shot three times - once above each 
eyebrow and once in the back of the head 


plastic that had been wrapped around it. 
A piece of blanket was wrapped around 
the top of the head. 

Spots of blood were found about the cave 
but it has not been determined where 
Smith was killed. 


his body was found Wednesday night in a 
cave behind the mountain home of 30-year- 

old Peter M. Hauer of nearby Lobelia, Po¬ 
cahontas County. 

* * * 

HAUER, WHO MOVED into the area 
about four years ago after leaving a school 
teaching job in York, Pa„ is still being 

^typewritten document found in 
Hauer’s rustic house Wednesday led 
searchers to Smith’s body. Police called it 
a last “will and testament.’’ The will, un¬ 
dated and in which the writer admits kill¬ 
ing Smith, named several people who were 

to receive his possessions. 

Police believe the note was written by 

H^uer and it stated that he was going to 
commit suicide and his body could be 

found in a nearby cave. 

However, some doubt now exists that 
was written by Hauer Another eonserva 
tion officer said Hauer was meticulous in 
all other written matter found in his hojne 
but the will was disjointed “with a tot o 


State Police Cpl. W. R. Dyer, who is iv ti¬ 
nned to downgrade any connection of 
witchcraft with the murder, said he is in¬ 
vestigating a possibility that Smith had 


fallen in with some cult in the surrounding 
area. 

Smith was acquainted with a worna 
from New Jersey who claimed to bt 
witch, state police said. The woman a 
her husband and three children were 
Lobelia on Monday and left early Fr 

Painter said a search of Smith’s belong¬ 
ings uncovered correspondence between 

Smith and the New Jersey woman. The 
woman reportedly came to West Virginia 
fnr in hiiv Qnmp nfonertv* but left when 
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By Andrew Gallagher 

Staff Writer 
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Set Kenneth Painter said Smith had rainier »<uu oimwi » -—j - - 

been shot three times: - once above each ered was nude with the exception of some 

eyebrow and once in the back ol the heao D i as tic that had been wrapped around it. 

_ and had been hanged. £ piece of blanket was wrapped around 


* * * - 

MEANWHILE, STATE POLICE said 
Ellen Snyder, Hauer’s missing girl friend, 
has been located in Pittsburgh, Pa., and 
was returning to the Hillsboro are a fe te 
Friday night. Police say she is not under 

SU painter said Smith’s body when discov- 

* * i i j i — —#- '■ j^v n /\ T C A fil IPl 




Painter said a piece of rough hemp ope 
was still tied around Smith’s neck when 
his body was found Wednesday night in a 
cave behind the mountain home of 30-year- 

old Peter M. Hauer of nearby Lobelia, Po¬ 
cahontas County. 


* + * 








HAUER. WHO MOVED into the area 
about four years ago after leaving a school 
teaching job in York, Pa., is still being 

^typewritten document found in 

SswasaassSS 

fetes-—ft 

found in a nearby cave. , - t 

However, some doubt now exis s ^ 
u,a« written bv Hauer Another conserva 
tion officer said Hauer was meticulous^n 

but the will was disjointed with a lot oi 
) misspellings and contrasts to his normal 

j sty!®- . _ __Hi 


nau □ ecu wiapptu 

„ piece ot blanket was wrapped around 

th Spots of blood were found about the cave „ 
but it has not been determined where 
Smith was killed. . . „ 

State Police Cpl. W. R. Dyer, who is n c- 
lined to downgrade any connection ot 
witchcraft with the murder said he is in¬ 
vestigating a possibility that Smith had 
fallen in with some cult in the surrounding 

^Smith was acquainted with a woma 
from New Jersey who claimed to ek 
witch, state police said. The woman a 
her husband and three children were 
Lobelia on Monday and left early r r 

v Painter said a search of Smith’s belong¬ 
ings uncovered correspondence between 

woman reportedly came to West Virg « 
to try to buy some property, but lett w 

the deal didn’t go through. • 

HAUER REPORTEDLY was terrified 

by several groups living , in hippie-type 

communes v round me area v . . , 
H appar ntly ber cairymg a-pistol 

some time t go after hi s horse was beaten 

to death and four of .1- i goats were disem- 

bowled. ^ 


Polio quoted r- > '° r 

there was some kmd >f ritual 
12.4 ) a.!n. Monday a* the nsm 

moon, 

igBSWKS! 

hl Those who knew Ha»w. t»g| 

insist he would be incapable 
ence as indicated by Smithi s 
Set Painter quoted neq 

Hauer was sdf meek he would' 

of others to dispose of wouni 
CdI. Dver said about j 

Guardsmen, 10 conservation 

a group of spelunkers from L 
still going over the ground 
boro .in search of some eld 

whereabouts. 

The area is dotted with wt 

! peter caves that Hauer spei 

time mapping and studying 

By James A. HiH 
I Staff 0 nter 

The note left behind by sus 
derer Peter M. Hauer is Ci 

speculation about a motive fo 
of 18 -vear-old Walter Smith o 
Besides db -. losing wh» re th 
West Virginia ' University stu 
found, the note said in part . 
“He just came to the wren 

wrong time. . It was m) i 
tion.” 

His reference to his menu 
what is intriguing investigat 
According to at least one 
of Hauer s. the native of Le 
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A typewritten documen 
Hauer’s rustic house Wednesday led 

searchers to Smith’s body. Police called it 
a last “will and testament.” The wiii, urn 
dated and in which the writer admits kill¬ 
ing Smith, named several people who were 

to receive his possessions. 

Police believ e the note was w ritten by 

Hiper and it stated that he was going to 
commit suicide and his body could be 

found in a nearby cave. 

However, some doubt now exists that it 

was written by Hauer Anotner conserva¬ 
tion officer said Hauer was meticulous m 
all other written matter found in his home 
| but the will was disjointed “with a IJt of 
misspellings and contrasts to his normal 

style.” 


area. 

Smith was acquainted with a woma 
from New Jersey who claimed to b« 
witch, state police said. The woman a 
^hand and three children were 


peter ca 

time mr 
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her i u _ 

Lobelia on TOndcr 

i____ . 
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Painter, said a search of Smith’s belong¬ 
ings uncovered correspondence between 
Smith and the New. Jersey woman. The 
woman reportedly came to West Virginia 
to try to buy some property, but letl when 

the deal didn't go through. -/• 
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HAUER REPOR1KOLV was terrified 
by several groups living , in tnppie-type 

communes round uie area ; 

H, appar ntly- be r hi ca: rymg. a pistol 
some time i go after hi . horse was beaten 

to death and four of h i goats weredisem- 

* « # 

bowled. . 


Tiic n-..it* left behind by suspected mur¬ 
derer j iiauer ts causing w’ide 

speculation about a motive for the slaying 
of 18-year-old Walter Smith of Follansbee 
Besides disclosing where the body of the 
West Virginia Fniversitv student could be 

found, the note said in part . 

“He just came to the wrong place at the 
wrong time. It was my mental condi¬ 
tion.*' 

His reference to his mental condition is 
what is intriguing investigators the most 
According to at least one acquaintance 
of Hauer's, the native of Lebanon. Pa . is 
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